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Introduction of “Links”

-
{( ) our history
Yy l

“Links” is a group of parents who have or used to have children with cancer.
The name “links” derives from our image that each one of us being a small circle gets together
to make one big circle(link).
We started this group in 1996 at the Pediatrics Department of the Saint Luke International
Hospital in Tokyo.

From the very beginning we set two goals, the first is to strengthen our ties between
members through various activities and the second is to deepen our understanding toward
our children’s cancer treatments by sharing the information we have acquired individually.

We have kept working and could celebrate the 20™ anniversary in 2016.
Now there are about 30 members, of which the core members are 10.
Through volunteer activities we could realize the strong ties among members and we think
that our friendship would be an incredibly valuable thing for us.

Our present activities consist of the following 5 pillars:

1. The annual reunion party

We make it a rule to hold a reunion party on the 1t Sunday of August in the outpatient
waiting room. Every patient who has had an experience to be hospitalized in the Pediatrics
Department and their families are all welcome. We offer food and drinks for free as well as
a fun bingo game. Usually about 100 people attend this party, including medical personnel.

2. Co-sponsoring the Messiah Concert

On 15t or 2" Saturday we co-sponsor the Messiah Concert organized by the local chorus
group at the Saint Luke Chapel. During the recess in the lobby we hold a charity bazaar to
raise money for our activities and we also offer a tea service for the participants and visitors
of the concert.

3. Offering lectures
Once or twice a year we plan a lecture inviting mothers who have children under treatment.




In many cases doctors give us a useful medical teaching, whose topics are basically selected
according to mothers’ or our members’ requests.
The last lecture was titled “Basics in the recent Immunotherapy”.

4. Issuing a bulletin named “Heart Mail”

Annually in early summer we make a bulletin paper which holds more than 10 pages and
print out copies to send them to the registered members by mail. All the articles are written
by members who joined medical seminars or social events in the field of childhood cancer.

5. Donations

Every year we donate several educational toys or games or whatever requested by children
attending the in-hospital class called “Tsubasa Gakkyu” (Class of Wings).

Also we make annual donations to the Pediatrics Department, a kids’ camp in Hokkaido,

a fund for children who lost parents because of traffic accidents or natural disasters.

All these become possible with the charity bazaar of the Messiah Concert in December.

We are proud of being able to give these kinds of donations every year.

Children playing with water hand-made goods making donations to the

at the reunion party we made for charity bazaar Pediatrics Department

Y¢For more details, please contact Kaoru Sonobe with e-mail (kikisono39@gmail.com).



